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Ranchi: Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha (JMM), a key mem-
ber of  the INDIA alliance, las-
hed out at BJP and its govern-
ment at the Centre after visu-
als of  President Droupadi
Murmu’s invite, with ‘Presi-
dent of  Bharat’ inscription,
sparked a political row across
the country on Tuesday.

JMM, which leads the ru-
ling coalition government
along with Congress and RJD
in the state, said the incident
was an ominous sign for the
country and said the Narend-
ra Modi-led government had
embarrassed the country on
the world stage. “They em-
barrassed the country on the
world stage, the G20 summit.
At best, the invitation could
have been extended in Hindi,
which is our national langua-
ge. This is a matter of  grave

concern, and the people of
our country must take note of
it,” JMM spokesperson Su-
priyo Bhattacharya said.

On behalf  of  his party,
Bhattacharya questioned the
Centre’s silence on the agen-
da of  the Parliament’s special
session that has been conve-
ned later this month. “We fear
that the Constitution will be
murdered in the special ses-
sion,” he claimed.

The Congress leaders in
Jharkhand claimed that the
move had brought disrepute
to the country. “BJP and its

government at the Center is
increasingly getting anxious
of  the growing strength and
popularity of  the INDIA alli-
ance and resorting to such de-
eds. It also shows that the
Rashtrapati Bhavan is now
completely under the Prime
Minister’s control. Such
tricks are being played out to
divert the attention of  the co-
untrymen on the large-scale
corruption under the Na-
rendra Modi-led govern-
ment’s watch, which have be-
gun tumbling out of  the clo-
set. This is an indicator that

the end of  the Modi govern-
ment is near,” state Congress
president Rajesh Thakur told
TOI.

Meanwhile, Ajsu-P, an al-
ly of  BJP in the NDA, stepped
back from the brewing cont-
roversy. “The matter has been
circulating on social media
outlets. We do not have any in-
formation yet. So we cannot
comment immediately,” par-
ty spokesperson Devsharan
Bhagat told TOI.

The BJP top brass in
Jharkhand also ducked ques-
tions on the matter. Aditya
Sahu, a Rajya Sabha MP and
general secretary of  the par-
ty’s state unit, said, “I just re-
turned from Dumri after
overseeing the by-elections
and have not seen the letter
yet.” 

However, BJP insiders
claimed that the move was de-
liberate. “Last year, on the
75th year of  Independence,
the PM had said that symbols
of  our colonial past would be
taken down gradually. India
is a name given by the Bri-
tish,” a veteran BJP office be-
arer told TOI.
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Dumka/Ranchi: The pri-
ests of  the Babadham in De-
oghar on Tuesday expressed
their anguish over the cont-
roversial remark made by
Tamil Nadu minister Udhay-
anidhi Stalin, against the Sa-
natan Dharma recently.

While speaking at a con-
clave organised by the Tamil
Nadu Progressive Writers’
Forum on Saturday last we-
ek, Udhayanidhi, the son of
Tamil Nadu chief  minister
M K Stalin, reportedly lik-
ened the Sanatan Dharma to
dengue and malaria and
stressed that it should not be
merely opposed but eradica-
ted. His statement triggered
a nationwide outrage.

Alleging that Stalin ju-
nior’s remarks had hurt the
sentiments of  scores of  the
Hindu community, the Ba-
badham priests demanded
that all political parties from
Jharkhand, who are part of
the INDIA bloc, should dis-
tance themselves from Sta-
lin’s party, DMK.

Opposition BJP, too, las-
hed out at chief  minister
Hemant Soren, who is also
the executive president of
the ruling Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha (JMM), for remai-
ning silent over the matter

and sought his party’s and
his views on the issue. 

Earlier on Monday, West
Bengal chief  minister Ma-
mata Banerjee said reques-
ted people of  Tamil Nadu to
respect every religion and its
sentiments. “India is a secu-
lar and democratic country. I
respect Sanatan Dharma.
We go to temples, mosques
and churches. We should not
be involved in any matter
which may hurt anyone.”
Her Jharkhand counter-
part, Soren, and his party
are yet to air their views,
which upset the priests of
Babadham .

Speaking to TOI, the ge-
neral secretary of  the Panda
Dharmarakshini Sabha
(priests’ body at Deoghar
temple), Kartik Nath Tha-
kur, said, “Given the way the
DMK leader spewed venom
against the Sanatan Dharma
that has around 80% follo-

wers in country, it is high ti-
me for the disciples to raise
their voices against the so-
uth Indian minister, in parti-
cular, and all political part-
ners of  DMK in general.” No-
tably, the Deoghar priests’
body does not have any poli-
tical affiliation and never in-
dulged in political mudsling-
ing in the past, Thakur said. 

“It seems that the organi-
sers of  the event where the
minister spoke had purpose-
fully planned the attacks on
Sanatan Dharma. Hence,
they should also be booked
for hurting the religious sen-
timents of  the majority of
the people of  the country,”
Thakur demanded, stres-
sing that they would chalk
out their next course of  ac-
tion against the statement
soon. Meanwhile, state BJP
president Babulal Marandi
demanded that Soren should
clear his stand on the issue. 

Isolate DMK, Babadham priests’
group tells state political parties

Sanatan Dharma row: The Pandas of Deoghar temple say they were
never involved in political discourses until the attack by the TN minister
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Daltonganj: Town police
arrested a woman identifi-
ed as Puja Kuar of  Baingahi
village under Nabi Nagar
police station in Auranga-
bad district of  Bihar on Tu-
esday with 3.42 kg narcotic
substance that looked like
marijuana, in Daltonganj
town. The consignment
was in two packets weig-
hing 1.830 grams and 1.590
grams respectively, police
said. Police have also seized
her cell phone. A press note
issued by town police said
that the woman has been bo-
oked under relevant sec-
tions of  the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substan-
ces (NDPS) Act.

Officer in-charge of
town police station Abhay
Kumar Sinha said, “Cops
had questioned her regar-
ding the recovered substan-
ce. She was caught at NH 75
planning to sell the consign-
ment.” This is the first time
here that a woman was
caught with contraband
substance. Investigation is
on and police is yet to find
out how the woman arrived
here with the consignment,
whether she has any crimi-
nal links or a local source
and to whom she was going
to sell the consignment.

Bihar woman
booked under

NDPS Act
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Ranchi: State assembly speaker Rabindra Nath Mahto
has instructed the police to look into the complaint lodged
by a Dhanbad woman accusing the officer-in-charge (OC)
of  the Chirkunda police station in Dhanbad of  harassing
her family members with extortion demands. In a tweet,
the speaker attached the letter of  the complainant and
tagged the Jharkhand Police and the Chief  Minister’s Of-
fice with the instruction to take suitable action and in-
form him of  the action taken report.

The complainant, Uma Agrawal, has alleged that the
Chirkunda OC has been demanding money from her fami-
ly, which is in the food products trade. She alleged that on
June 16, the OC, along with others, entered her home and
misbehaved with her and her family members. She said
the OC took away coarse spice samples and handed them
over to the drug inspector after five days. While raising su-
spicions about the OC tampering with the samples, she sa-
id the drug inspector has filed a case against her family. 

Speaker asks police to take action
on Dhanbad woman’s complaint
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Ranchi: The state depart-
ment of  forests, environment
and climate change has re-
surrected its efforts to make
operational a vulture conser-
vation project on the out-
skirts of  Ranchi which has
been dragging its feet for mo-
re than a decade. The move
comes at a time when the
‘The Status of  India’s Birds
Report 2023’, released on Au-
gust 25 this year, has marked
the white-rumped vulture
and Indian vulture as vulne-
rable and in the “highest on
the priority list in need of
conservation” in Jharkhand.

Department authorities
have pitched in the idea of  jo-
ining hands with the Bombay

Natural History Society
(BNHS), a Mumbai-based
charitable organisation asso-
ciated with biodiversity rese-
arch for operationalising the
conservation centre at Muta
village in Ormanjhi, nearly
27 km northeast of  Ranchi.
The department tried run-

ning the facility on its own by
bringing in a few vultures
from Pinjore in Haryana but
failed. Interestingly, the pro-
posed centre at Muta village
was a crocodile breeding site
until March 25, 2018. After
crocodile breeding at the site
failed, the centre has been

languishing for nearly half  a
decade now.

Talking to TOI on Tues-
day, chief  conservator of  fo-
rests (wildlife) S R Natesha
said, “We obtained clearan-
ces from the Central Zoo Aut-
hority for our proposed vul-
ture conservation centre at
Muta a few years ago. Howe-
ver, there have been some ad-
ministrative hurdles which
have led to delays in obtai-
ning clearances from the sta-
te government. A fresh pro-
posal has been moved and the
government’s queries have
been answered. We are hope-
ful of  making it operational
very soon.”

While Natesha did not gi-
ve a timeline, sources in the
department said efforts were

underway to ink an MoU
with the BNHS by Septem-
ber-end. “Thereafter, the
centre could be made opera-
tional within the ongoing fi-
nancial year,” a senior offici-
al told TOI. The provisions of
the MoU entail that the BNHS
would provide technical ex-
pertise while the state go-
vernment would fund the
project. As per BNHS estima-
tes, there are nine species of
vultures in India and their
cumulative population was
40,000 earlier this year.
Jharkhand, home to two spe-
cies out of  the total nine, has
anywhere between 350 to 500
in its wild. Hazaribagh, Ko-
derma and Saranda are home
to a bulk of  the state’s vulture
population.

Forest dept to resurrect vulture breeding project at Muta
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The proposed vulture conservation centre will be built on the 
premises of the now-defunct crocodile breeding centre in Muta 
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Ranchi: The Lok Sabha’s
Committee on Privileges has
asked former Deoghar depu-
ty commissioner Manjunath
Bhajantri and Jharkhand
chief  secretary Sukhdev
Singh to appear before it in
person on September 21 and
present their oral evidence
on a notice of  breach of  privi-
lege moved by Godda’s BJP
MP Nishikant Dubey in Sep-
tember 2022. An office memo-
randum issued by the Lok
Sabha Secretariat’s privile-
ges and ethics branch on Tu-
esday, a copy of  which is with
the TOI, asked the Union mi-
nistry of  Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions to
ensure that both the civil ser-
vants appear before the com-
mittee on the scheduled date
and time.

Dubey, a three-term MP
from Godda parliamentary
constituency in Jharkhand,
had filed four breach of  privi-
lege notices against Bhajant-
ri, a graduate engineer from
IIT Mumbai and a 2011 batch
IAS officer, between 2021 and
2022 accusing the latter of  mi-
susing his official position.
Bhajantri, now posted as the

deputy commissioner of
East Singhbhum district,
had reportedly sent a written
response to the committee in
June this year which was in
violation of  the Lok Sabha
procedures. Bhajantri and
Singh’s offices did not re-
spond to TOI’s calls when
contacted. The Lok Sabha’s
standing committee on privi-
leges is currently headed by
Sunil Kumar Singh, the in-
cumbent BJP MP from Chat-
ra Parliamentary constitu-
ency in Jharkhand.

“The officer had, out of
personal vendetta, implica-
ted me and my family mem-
bers, including my wife,
children and mother in false
cases. He insulted me, a peo-
ple’s representative on seve-

ral occasions. My constituen-
cy is made up of  three dis-
tricts, and I generally do not
interact with their DCs and
SPs,” Dubey said.

The face-off  between Du-
bey and Bhajantri began in
April 2021 when the officer
wrote to the Election Com-
mission accusing the former
of  violating the model code
of  conduct during the Mad-
hupur byelections. Dubey ac-
cused the officer of  working
at the behest of  the ruling
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha.

Dubey then accused Bha-
jantri, then Deoghar DC, of
filing 37 FIRs against him
and his family members ac-
cusing them of  inking forged
land deals. The MP also accu-
sed Bhajantri of  curtailing
his security. The fight betwe-
en the duo peaked in August
2022 when Dubey was booked
along with eight others for al-
legedly obtaining clearance
by force for a flight to take off
from Deoghar airport on the
evening of  August 31 despite
the airport not having night
take off  or landing facilities.
The duo made sharp ex-
changes on X (then known as
Twitter) and Dubey lodged
an FIR against Bhajantri in
New Delhi.

Lok Sabha panel summons ex-DC,
chief secy after Nishikant’s plaint
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Jharkhand chief secretary
Sukhdev Singh will have to
appear on September 21
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Hazaribag: Two youths,
Abhishek Yadav (24) and
Abhishek Kumar (22), we-
re killed by a lightning
strike near their house at
Demotand on Monday
night. A few morning wal-
kers noticed the bodies on
Tuesday morning and in-
formed the police. TNN

Lightning strike
kills 2 in H’bag

Ranchi: Animesh Jain, the
head of  NTPC’s Chatti Bari-
atu coal mining project in
Hazaribag, took over as the
chief  general manager (in-
charge) of  NTPC’s coal mi-
ning headquarters in Ran-
chi on Friday, the public sec-
tor unit (PSU) said in a state-
ment.

Jain will head the
NTPC’s coal mining division
and look after its coal mining
projects in Jharkhand, Odis-
ha and Chhattisgarh, the sta-
tement said. 

The new chief  general
manager (in-charge) has had
a career spanning over three
decades and served as the
managing director of  the
Bangladesh-India Friends-
hip Power Company Ltd
(BIFPCL) in 2020-21 and con-
tinues to be a board member
till date.

He is a mechanical engi-
neer graduate from NIT
along with a master’s degree
in information systems and

engineering management
from George Washington
University in the USA. He al-
so completed his mini-MBA
from the Management Cent-

re Europe, Belgium, and at-
tended global leadership
programmes at the Universi-
ty of  Maryland, USA, Indian
Institute of  Management
(IIM), Kolkata and IIM, Ah-
medabad. 

He has worked extensive-
ly in the area of  business de-
velopment both in India and
abroad on merger and acqui-
sition, risk management,
strategic management and
corporate affairs.

In his responsibility as
executive director of  the
World Energy Council, In-
dia, from 2021 to 2023, he has
developed a holistic view of
the power sector, including
the energy transition under-
way both in India and across
the globe.

A veteran in the power
generation and coal mining
sector, Jain is a firm believer
in the empowerment of  his
team and strives for excel-
lence with the principle of
“meticulous planning and
flawless execution”, the sta-
tement added.

Animesh Jain takes over as CGM of
NTPC’s coal mining HQ in Ranchi

Jain will head the
NTPC’s coal mining
division and look
after its coal mining
projects in
Jharkhand, Odisha
and Chhattisgarh
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Animesh Jain, the new chief
general manager (in-charge) of
NTPC’s coal mining 

He, however, highlighted
the high female voter
turnout and said, “En-

couragingly, the female turno-
ut was 72.77% compared to the-
ir male counterparts which
stood at 57%. The low turnout
of  male voters could be becau-
se they may have migrated to
other places for work given the
poor monsoon.” Lakra stres-
sed that the entire voting pro-
cess remained peaceful witho-
ut any untoward incidents or
major EVM malfunctioning.
“Everything went according
to plan and there are no re-
ports of  untoward incidents or
issues of  recasting of  votes
and so on,” he added.

The counting will take pla-
ce on September 8. The seat fell
vacant after the death of  then
education minister and JMM
MLA, Jagarnath Mahto, early
this year. The JMM-Congress-
RJD combine has fielded Ja-
garnath’s widow Bebi Devi,
who was already inducted in
the state cabinet a month ago
with a view to retain the seat.
The NDA camp comprising
BJP and Ajsu-P has fielded
Yashoda Devi of  Ajsu-P as the-
ir joint candidate. Yashoda
contested in the 2019 assembly
election from the seat from the
same party ticket but lost to Ja-
garnath.

Women voters
more than males
�Continued From P 1 

Jamshedpur: Acting on the
reported spike in incidents of
crime, East Singhbhum SSP
Prabhat Kumar conducted
surprise inspections at three
police stations and the com-
posite control room early on
Tuesday to check the profes-
sionalism of the personnel.
The SSP visited Sidhgora,
Sitaramdera, and Telco police
stations and inquired about
the progress of the action
taken on complaints lodged.
He directed the in-charges of
the police stations to speed
up the arrest of wanted
criminals, if any.
3 more held in CPM leader
murder case
Ranchi: Three more persons
were arrested in connection
with the killing of CPM leader
Subhas Munda in Ranchi on
July 26. So far, seven persons
have been nabbed in this
case. Ranchi SSP Kishor
Kaushal on Tuesday said that
the special investigation team
led by DSP (HQ) Praveen
Kumar Singh nabbed Nagesh-
war Paswan, Pintu Kumar
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Surprise checks
at East S’bhum
police stations

and Praveen Kumar from
Ranchi. An automatic pistol,
two cartridges, five phones and
a four-wheeler used for keep-
ing an eye on Munda were
seized. He added that Paswan
is an accused in 12 cases filed
with several police stations in
Ranchi and Simdega. 
Palamu court recruitments
yet to begin
Daltonganj: Six months after
an advertisement (number
01/2023) seeking applications
for 60 posts of drivers, order-
lies, gardeners, night guards,
fax operators, generator
operators and peons in the civil
court of Palamu was issued on
February 7, 2023 with the last
date of filing applications on
March 10, the recruitment
process has not been taken up
yet.
1 out of three villages skip
PTR’s relocation meet
Daltonganj: Latu villagers
from Palamu Tiger Reserve’s
core area did not attend the
district-level implementation
committee meeting on Monday
in Latehar to discuss the
relocation of three villages —
Latu, Kujrum and Jaigeer
Pahar. The reason of their
absence was unknown, Kumar
Ashish, PTR deputy director
(south) and member secretary
of the committee, said.
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