
ESL TALKS
V E D A N TA  E S L  LT D  M O N T H LY  N E W S L E T T E R

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
BUSINESS
HIGHLIGHTS

DIGITAL &
INNOVATION

HSE &
Sustainability

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

LIFE AT VEDANTA

AWARD 

MEDIA

CREATIVE CORNER

ESL Steel Limited Celebrated the 78th

Independence Day with Patriotic Fervor

01

Jul-Aug 2024ISSUE #08

ESL Steel Limited proudly celebrated India's 78th Independence Day with vibrant 
patriotic spirit. The event began with the Security Team welcoming the chief guest, 
Mr. Ashish Kumar Gupta, CEO & WTD, who led the flag-hoisting ceremony.

Mr. Ashish Gupta delivered an inspiring speech, reflecting on the significance of 
the day. Key attendees included Mr. Ravish Sharma (COO, ESL), Mr. Anand Dubey 
(CFO, ESL), Mr. Vijay Sindhu (CSO, ESL), Ms. Meenakshi Sabharwal (CQO, ESL) and 
Ms. Divya Tripathi (Head of Policy & Business Promotion, ESL).

The celebration, attended by around 100 employees and local community mem-
bers, showcased the spirit of unity and pride in our nation's heritage.

BUSINESS HIGHLIGHTS
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Ashish Gupta Shines at BizNext Event

Transforming Logistics 
Insights from CII Logistics Colloquium 2024

Celebrating Jharkhand's Rise as a Business Hub 
Mr. Ashish Gupta delivered an inspiring speech at the BizNext Event, spotlighting Jharkhand's impressive transformation into 
a key business hub. His speech praised local entrepreneurs for their significant role in driving economic growth and innova-
tion in the region. The event celebrated these contributions, highlighting Jharkhand’s emerging status as a vibrant business 
center.

The CII Logistics Colloquium 2024, held on July 25th-26th in Bhubaneswar, focused 
on advancing logistics in eastern India. Spearheaded by Mr. Ashish Gupta, Chair-
man of the CII ER Logistics Sub-committee and CEO of Vedanta ESL Steel Limited, 
the colloquium gathered industry leaders, policymakers and experts to address 
key challenges and opportunities in logistics.

Key themes included revolutionizing transportation, next-gen warehousing, cold 
chain solutions and tech-driven supply chains. The discussions focused on 
enhancing logistical efficiency and addressing regional challenges in Orissa.

The event also featured contributions from Ms. Divya Tripathi (Head of Policy & 
Business Promotion, ESL) and other team members, including Ms. Tanisha Shakya, 
Ms. Lucy Kumari and Mr. Rajeev Joseph from the Sales and Marketing team. This 
colloquium highlighted our commitment to bridging logistical gaps and building 
a robust future for the industry in eastern India.

ESL Head of Logistics Provides Strategic  
Insights at Procure Connect 2024 Conclave

At Procure Connect 2024, held at the Sheraton Hotel in Delhi, ESL’s Head of Logis-
tics presented a comprehensive session on strategic procurement and deci-
sion-making. The discussion centered on optimizing the balance between 
outsourcing and insourcing, evaluating costs, core competencies and supplier 
capabilities. Key insights included the cost-saving benefits of outsourcing versus 
the enhanced control offered by insourcing, alongside strategies for effective risk 
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management regarding quality and data security. The session concluded with an emphasis on aligning procurement 
strategies with long-term goals for sustainable growth, providing valuable guidance for industry professionals regarding 
quality and data security. 

The Kaizen Mela 2024 wrapped up successfully, showcasing 550 ideas on Indonis, 
150 nominations and 67 finalized Kaizens. The event celebrated continuous 
improvement and innovation, with awards presented to the top contributors i.e. 7 
Gold, 14 Silver and 24 Bronze. We extend our heartfelt congratulations to all the 
winners and a special thanks to Mr. Ravish Sharma (COO, ESL), Mr. Anand Dubey 
(CFO, ESL), Ms. Shyamlee Minz (CHRO, ESL), Ms. Meenakshi Sabharwal (CQO, ESL), 
and Mr. Tapesh Chandra Naskar (Director - DIP, ESL) for their support and leader-
ship. Kaizen Mela 2024 highlighted the synergy between innovation and business 
excellence.

Celebrating Innovations with Record

Participation and Excellence Kaizen Mela 
On July 20th, 2024, our CEO, Mr. Ashish 
Kumar Gupta, along with Mr. Ashit 
Patni (CMO, ESL) and Mr. Jayesh Phalak 
(Head - Wire Rod Product, ESL), visited 
Bansal Wire Group in Delhi NCR. The 
visit was to celebrate their successful 
IPO listing. Congratulations to Bansal 
Wire Group on this significant mile-
stone!

Celebrating Success with

Bansal Wire Group

On July 5th, 2024, Mr. Ravish Sharma, COO of ESL Steel Limited, addressed the 11th CII 
Manufacturing Conclave, emphasizing crucial trends in the industry. His presenta-
tion covered sustainable practices, the impact of government policies and tech-
nological advancements. Mr. Ravish Sharma advocated for strategic initiatives to 
elevate India as a global manufacturing leader and explored future technologies 
aimed at promoting smart and sustainable manufacturing.

Mr. Ravish Sharma, COO of ESL Steel Ltd,

Highlights Key Manufacturing Trends
at 11th CII Conclave

ESL Steel Limited has made a significant stride towards achieving Net Zero by 
finalizing a Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) for a 1.5 MWP Solar Rooftop Power 
Plant with ENERPARC Ltd. The ceremony, attended by CEO Mr. Ashish Kumar Gupta, 
COO Mr. Ravish Sharma and CFO Mr. Anand Dubey, highlights our unwavering 
commitment to sustainability. This landmark project, led by Mr. Vivek Sanghi, Mr. 
Pankaj Gupta, Mr. Rajat Praveen and Ms. Pratikshya Parashar, is set to be complet-
ed within four months. The solar plant will be installed on the roofs of the main 
office building (White House), the WTP Reservoir, and surrounding structures, 
marking ESL's first foray into solar power.

ESL Takes Major Step Towards Net Zero with 

Solar PPA Signing with ENERPARC



On July 24th, 2024, our CMO, Mr. Ashit Patni and Mr. Jayesh Phalak (Head - Wire Rod 
Product, ESL) visited Kataria Industries in Ratlam, Madhya Pradesh. The occasion 
marked Kataria Industries' successful IPO listing, with Mr. Patni serving as the Chief 
Guest. Congratulations to Kataria Industries on this notable achievement!

ESL Steel Limited Robotics Club recently wrapped up an exciting 10-day training program from June 4th to 15th, 2024, 
reinforcing our commitment to advancing digital innovation. The program saw enthusiastic participation from over 70 
individuals eager to delve into the latest technologies.
Participants engaged in comprehensive modules covering Embedded Systems, Unmanned Ground Vehicles, Drones, 
and 3D Printing. The training combined theoretical instruction with practical, hands-on experience, delivered by leading 
industry experts. This blend of learning methods created a dynamic environment that allowed attendees to immerse 
themselves in the material and apply their new skills effectively.
The successful completion of this training enhanced participants' technical capabilities and fueled their excitement for 
future technological developments. This initiative highlights our dedication to promoting innovation and continuous 
learning within our community.
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Celebrating IPO Success with Kataria 

ESL Steel Limited Robotics Club Training Ignites

Innovation and Digital Skills

Industries

DIGITAL & INNOVATION
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Engaging Training on Effective

D-Ignite Spark - Pioneering Digital Excellence and Collaboration 

Use of MS PowerPoint
ESL Steel Limited recently conducted an interactive training session on MS Power-
Point, led by Anupam Jha from the Digital Team. The session, attended by over 65 
participants, focused on enhancing skills for creating impactful presentations. 
Key topics included creating animated videos, using advanced transitions and 
animations and leveraging NLP-based text-to-voice conversion.

This training is part of our ongoing efforts to promote digitalization and improve 
proficiency in essential digital tools across the organization.

ESL Steel Limited recently hosted D-Ignite Spark, an event dedicated to shape the future of digital excellence. The gathering, 
featured interactions with five innovative startups—QED, FLUX AUTO, AMAXIML, Caliper Autosys, which showcased ground-
breaking solutions and compelling use cases.

The event also included a collaborative session where various departments brainstormed strategies to achieve a $10 
million value accrual from digital initiatives in FY'25. Congratulations to the DIP, Blast Furnace and Agglomeration depart-
ments for their success in the departmental challenge.

D-Ignite Spark highlighted the power of both external innovation and internal creativity, setting the stage for a successful 
and forward-thinking future.

Cyberspace Awareness Training
On August 17th, 2024, over 50 participants attended a Cyberspace Awareness 
training session, part of our ‘Monthly Training on Digital Tools & Technologies’ 
series. Organized by the Digital and IT team, the session covered essential topics 
including social engineering, malware, phishing and password management. Key 
takeaways included understanding social engineering tactics, recognizing 
malware types, identifying phishing attempts and the importance of strong pass-
word practices. The training, led by Ms. Amrita Bhattacharjee (Digital, ESL) and Ms. 
Kritideep Kaur (CISO), reinforced our commitment to safeguarding digital assets 
and sensitive information.



HSE & SUSTAINABILITY

In observance of World Environment Day, the Employee Engagement team 
hosted a dynamic offline quiz contest on June 6th, 2024. The event aimed to raise 
awareness about environmental issues while promoting team cohesion. Six 
teams, comprising 30 participants, competed in a spirited contest, showcasing 
their knowledge on environmental and sustainability topics. The enthusiastic 
participation and competitive atmosphere contributed to a successful and 
memorable event. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Celebrating World Environment Day with 

Engaging Quiz Contest, Enhancing 

Environmental Awareness and Team Spirit

ESL Steel Limited Commemorates World Environment Day 

A Celebration of Environmental Stewardship

ESL CSR Recognized for 20 Years of Excellence in Blood Donation:

Leading the Way in Bokaro, Jharkhand
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On June 5th, 2024, ESL Steel Limited marked World Environment Day with a special event attended by top leaders including 
Mr. Ravish Sharma (COO, ESL) and Mr. Anand Dubey (CFO, ESL). The celebration featured a lamp lighting ceremony, speech-
es from leaders on environmental conservation and the distribution of saplings to symbolize our commitment to the planet. 
The event also recognized winners of competitions in quiz, photography, videography and poster design, showcasing the 
creative and dedicated efforts of over 100 employees. This occasion underscored our collective responsibility towards envi-
ronmental stewardship and highlighted the significance of ongoing awareness and action.
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Employee Volunteering 
Initiative Brings Joy to

Nandghar, Giddhatand

International Yoga Day Celebrations at 

Vedanta ESL & Dhanadabar Healthcare Centre

In a heartwarming demonstration of 
community spirit, ESL Steel Limited CSR 
initiative, V for Society, recently hosted 
a Fun Session at Nandghar, 
Giddhatand. The event was designed 
to build connections between volun-
teers and local children through 
engaging activities, including exercise, 
games, and educational sessions.

The children actively participated in 
reciting poems and learning the 
alphabet, displaying their enthusiasm 
and curiosity. This initiative under-
scored the transformative power of 
community involvement, emphasizing 
the joy and learning that emerge from 
such meaningful interactions.

ESL CSR was honoured for its significant blood donation efforts, being recognized 
as a leading organization in Bokaro District and the second highest in Jharkhand 
on World Blood Donor Day. The ceremony, hosted by Jharkhand State AIDS Control 
Society (JSACS) and attended by Health Minister Mr. Banna Gupta, celebrated 
ESL’s 20 years of life-saving contributions. Thank you to all our donors for your 
invaluable gift of life.

On International Yoga Day, we proudly hosted events at Vedanta ESL Archery 
Academy and Dhanadabar Primary Healthcare Centre. At the academy, over 75 
participants, including Skill School beneficiaries and Prerna students, engaged in 
yoga practices under the guidance of Yog Guru Mr. Pankaj Kumar Prajapati. Addi-
tionally, 50 villagers joined the celebration at Dhanadabar, highlighting our com-
mitment to promoting holistic health and wellness in the community.



As part of the National Tuberculosis Eradication Program (NTEP) and under our CSR healthcare initiative, Aarogya, ESL CSR 
Team has committed to provide six months of nutritional support to 100 tuberculosis (TB) patients in the Chas and Chan-
dankyari blocks. Distribution events were held at Aarogya's Primary Health Centre in Dhandabar, attended by Dr. S. M. 
Zafarullah (District Tuberculosis Officer), Mr. Nitin Kumar Singh (District PPM), and Mr. Rakesh Kr. Mishra (Deputy Head of CSR, 
ESL), Dr. Tripti Pandey (MOIC Chandankyari), participated in the initiative. This program reflects our commitment to contrib-
uting to a TB-free future.

ESL CSR Team Advances TB Eradication Efforts with Nutritional
Support for 100 Patients

Under Project Prerna, ESL CSR Team, in partnership with SSDF, organized an engaging Inter-Centre Debate Competition. Held 
at various Prerna centres and AAS Vidyalaya, the event saw over 70 students participate, with more than 40 actively debat-
ing. The competition aimed to enhance critical thinking and provided a valuable platform for students to express and 
discuss their viewpoints. The event was honoured by the presence of Mr. Rakesh Kumar Mishra (Deputy Head of CSR, ESL) 
and Mr. Ajay Tewari (PRI Member and Ward Member of Usardih), who felicitated the winning students.

ESL CSR Team Hosts Inter-Centre Debate Competition
to Foster Critical Thinking
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Project WADI, part of Vedanta ESL's CSR agriculture initiative, proudly showcased 
its products at the TARANG FPO Mela. Held at Bokaro Club, this event was orga-
nized by NABARD in collaboration with SFAC and ONDC, featured products from 38 
FPOs, aiming to enhance marketing opportunities and empower rural communi-
ties.

Farmers from Project WADI presented a range of items including Vermicompost, 
Neemastra, Agniastra, and Bhramastra. The event was inaugurated by Chief 
Guest Sri Girija Shankar Prasad and attended by officials from NABARD and local 
agriculture departments, emphasizing the significance of collective efforts in rural 
development.

Vedanta ESL Skill School recently celebrated the successful graduation of 35 
students from its Solar PV Installers program. The ceremony was attended by Mr. 
Philmoon Bilung, DDM of NABARD and Mr. Rakesh Kumar Mishra (Deputy Head of 
CSR, ESL).
Each graduate has secured a position with Premier Energies, Hyderabad. To 
recognize their achievements, NABARD presented them with Solar Kits, including 
essential tools and equipment for their professional journey. This event under-
scores our commitment to advancing career opportunities in the renewable 
energy sector. Congratulations to all graduates for their hard work and dedica-
tion.

Project WADI Farmers Highlight Innovations

Vedanta ESL Skill School Honours 35
Graduates at Solar PV Installers Ceremony

at FPO Mela

Fish Farming Initiative Under 
Project Wadi

Prerna Students Shine at 
SAIL’s World Environment 
Day Competition

At SAIL's World Environment Day com-
petition, Prerna Drawing Centre 
students excelled among 95 partici-
pants. Sagar Mahato and Karan 
Mahato from the Chandaha centre 
won 1st and 3rd place in Group 'A', 
respectively, while Lal Bano Khatun 
from Bhagabandh secured 1st place in 
Group 'B'. Congratulations to all the 
winners for their outstanding achieve-
ments!
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LIFE AT VEDANTA

We’re excited to introduce Fish Farming under our CSR Project WADI as part of our 
Micro Enterprise Development Program. This initiative equips tribal farmers with 
the skills for sustainable livelihoods.

The launch was honoured by Mr. Philmoon Bilung (DDM, NABARD) and Mr. Vilas 
Sathe (Chairman, GSS), who highlighted its benefits for economic independence 
and environmental sustainability. This marks a promising new chapter in our 
commitment to community development.

ESL Steel Ltd.’s HR Team organized a successful 'Fun at Workplace' and birthday 
celebration for the employees. The event featured an interactive 'Guess the 
Tagline & Logo of Different Brands' activity, designed to enhance teamwork and 
foster collaboration. Employees actively participated, contributing to a positive 
and engaging atmosphere. Winners of the activity were awarded thoughtful gifts, 
including pens and chocolates. We extend our congratulations to all participants 
for their enthusiastic involvement and making the event a success.

ESL Steel Limited Hosts Engaging 'Fun at 

Workplace' Sessions & Birthday Celebration 

Impactful Event at Nand Ghar 

Celebrating the #KhaanaKhaayakya Movement

Empowering Communities 
Polio Prevention Initiative

Our recent initiative has successfully 
educated local communities on 
essential aspects of polio prevention, 
treatment and early symptom recog-
nition. By reinforcing our commitment 
to a polio-free future, we are dedicat-
ed to ensuring every child is protected 
from this disease. This effort under-
scores our ongoing dedication to 
public health and community well-be-
ing.
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At the Prerna Samman Samaroh, ESL Steel Limited celebrated Project Prerna’s achievement of a 100% pass rate for Class X 
students. Over 98% of students scored above 60%, with top scores of 94.4% (CBSE) and 91% (JAC). The event, held at Vedanta 
Skill School, Siyaljori, honoured students with new laptops and recognized four dedicated teachers.

ESL Steel Limited celebrated Father's Day with warmth and appreciation, featuring 
special guests Mr. Ravish Sharma, Mr. Anand Dubey and Ms. Shyamlee Minz. They 
highlighted the vital role of fathers in both personal and professional life. The event 
included a thoughtful gift distribution for our team’s fathers and concluded with a 
joyful cake-cutting ceremony, fostering a sense of community and shared happi-
ness.

Project Prerna Celebrates 100% Success Rate for Class X Students

at Prerna Samman Samaroh

ESL Steel Limited Commemorates Father's

 Day with Appreciation and Unity

ESL Steel Limited Hosts 
Empowering LGBTQIA+ 
Allyship Session 

In honour of Pride Month, ESL Steel Ltd. 
held an impactful 'LGBTQIA+ Allyship 
Session' for our people managers. Led 
by diversity expert Ms. Anupama 
Easwaran, with insights from LGBTQIA+ 
advocates Mr. Pranav Grover and Ms. 
Abhina Aher, the session focused on 
fostering allyship and supporting our 
LGBTQIA+ colleagues.
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ESL Celebrates Janmashtami with

Enthusiasm and Unity
ESL recently celebrated Janmashtami with great fervor at Suraksha Adhikari 
Awaas (Aashiyana), 16 Khata. The grand event, organized by the security team, 
was attended by over 1,000 people, including employees and local community 
members. Esteemed ExCo members, including Mr. Ravish Sharma (COO, ESL), Ms. 
Meenakshi Sabharwal (CQO, ESL) and Mr. Vijay Sindhu (CSO, ESL), graced the 
occasion. The celebration, marked by devotion and unity, concluded with the 
distribution of prasad. We extend our heartfelt thanks to the security team for 
their dedication in making this event memorable, showcasing ESL’s commitment 
to community and spirituality.
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ESL Steel Limited Celebrates International Yoga Day with Inspiring

Summer Solstice Event
In honour of International Yoga Day, ESL Steel Ltd.’s HR team organized a revitaliz-
ing yoga session for employees, embracing the theme 'Yoga for Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam'—a unified global family. Under the expert guidance of Mr. Pankaj 
Kumar Prajapati from Patanjali Yog Samiti, participants explored the benefits of 
yoga for physical well-being and balanced living.

The event concluded with a notable astronomical occurrence i.e. the earliest 
summer solstice in over two centuries, arriving earlier than any since 1796. This 
historic timing added a unique touch to our celebration, enhancing our collective 
experience and commitment to wellness.

Successfull Compleation 
of the Induction Program

We are pleased to announce that Batch 
2, who joined us on August 1st, has 
successfully completed the Plant 
Familiarization Program. Organized by 
our Learning & Development team, the 
program included essential HSE Aware-
ness training, hands-on plant visits and 
departmental overviews.

A highlight was the Leadership Meet, 
where participants engaged with senior 
leaders, including Mr. Ashish Kumar 
Gupta (CEO, ESL), Mr. Ravish Sharma 
(COO, ESL) and others, gaining valuable 
insights into Vedanta ESL’s commit-
ment to talent development.
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Hindustan Prathibha Samman Samaroh

Celebrating the Top Achievers at

ESL Steel Limited is proud to announce that Mr. Ashish Ranjan (Head of CSR, ER & 
PR, ESL) has been honoured with the Sardar Patel National Award 2024 in the 
category of Social Service Excellence. This prestigious recognition celebrates his 
exceptional leadership in CSR, external affairs, public relations and land man-
agement at Vedanta ESL Steel Limited.

The award ceremony featured notable guests, including Dr. Jitendra Singh 
Shunty, President of Shaheed Bhagat Singh Sewa Dal and Padma Shri awardee; 
Mr. Sanjay Mayukh, National Media Incharge of BJP; Mr. Mukesh Meena, Special 
Police Commissioner of Delhi; and Mr. Pradeep Rai, Vice President of the Supreme 
Court Bar Council of India.

This accolade underscores Mr. Ranjan’s significant contributions to social service 
and his impactful role in advancing CSR initiatives at ESL Steel Limited. Congratu-
lations to Mr. Ranjan for this well-deserved honour.

AWARDS 
Mr. Ashish Ranjan Honoured
with the Sardar Patel National Award 
for Social Social Service Excellence

ESL Steel Limited proudly recognizes and congratulates Shreesh Sandeep Kurhad-
kar, Arush Dubey, Ranjan Bharti, Bajrang Singh Choudhary, Bishwanath Sharma, 
Khushbu Kumari, Sujal Singh Rathore and Gautami Prakash for their outstanding 
achievements at the Hindustan Prathibha Samman Samaroh.

The event was a celebration of their exceptional academic performance and 
dedication. Ms. Meenakshi Sabharwal highlighted the pivotal role of attitude in 
achieving success and contributed to the event’s spirit of achievement. Congrat-
ulations to the students, their teachers, and their families for their relentless com-
mitment and effort.
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ESL Steel Limited Triumphs at W.E. Global Employees' Choice

ESL Steel Limited Wins Gold for Safety Excellence at the 5th

ESL Steel Limited Honoured as NIKSHAY Mitra for
Contributions to National Tuberculosis
Elimination Programme

CII National EHS Circle Competition 2024

Workplace Awards 2024
ESL Steel Limited has proudly secured top honours in the Large Category and Gen 
Y Category at the W.E. Global Employees' Choice Workplace Awards 2024, 
presented by The Economic Times.

This recognition underscores our commitment to fostering a stellar work environ-
ment and engaging our diverse workforce effectively. A special acknowledgment 
goes to Jithin K George (Head - TM, R&R, EE, ESL) for representing ESL at the awards 
ceremony.

Congratulations to everyone for achieving this remarkable milestone and 
contributing to our continued success!

ESL Steel Limited is honoured to announce that we have won the Gold Award at the 5th CII National EHS Circle Competition 
2024 in the category of Best Organization Adopting Exemplary Safety Practices.

This prestigious accolade highlights our unwavering commitment to safety and excellence. Special recognition goes to our 
Digital and Safety teams, whose dedication and outstanding performance made this achievement possible.

Congratulations to everyone involved, and a heartfelt thanks to the Business Excellence Team for their coordination in
this success.
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ESL Steel Limited is proud to announce its recognition as a NIKSHAY Mitra under the National Tuberculosis Elimination 
Programme. The award was presented by Jharkhand's Honourable Health Minister, Mr. Banna Gupta, and Principal Health 
Secretary, Mr. Ajay Kumar Singh, at the IPH Auditorium in Ranchi.

Our team has made significant strides in supporting TB patients in the Chas and Chandankiyari blocks of Bokaro, focusing 
on identification, examination, and nutritional support. This acknowledgment underscores our commitment to enhancing 
public health and our dedication to eliminating TB from India.

Vedanta ESL Steel Ltd. Monthly Newsletter

MEDIA



16Vedanta ESL Steel Ltd. Monthly Newsletter



17Vedanta ESL Steel Ltd. Monthly Newsletter



18Vedanta ESL Steel Ltd. Monthly Newsletter



19Vedanta ESL Steel Ltd. Monthly Newsletter



20Vedanta ESL Steel Ltd. Monthly Newsletter



21Vedanta ESL Steel Ltd. Monthly Newsletter



21

,

,

,

,

22

NIKITA BAYA
Associate- Project

SWETA SINGH
Associate Officer-Quality Assurance

CREATIVE CORNER

ANAGHA JOSHI
Corporate Communication

ANUVA KALINDI
Associate-HR

Vedanta ESL Steel Ltd. Monthly Newsletter



2123

चाँद के टुकड़े
वो अल सुबह, चाँद के टुकड़े जुटाता है

तब कहीं जा के वो स्कूल जा पाता है ||

वो अल सुबह

अदब-ए-ज़िन्दगी है ये कोई ऐब नहीं

अपनी भूख छुपाने को वो गुटखा चबाता है || 

वो अल सुबह 

जिस्म की बनावट कुछ और ही होगी उसकी

जब कंधे बस्तों से थक जाते हैं वो घर का खर्च 

उठाता है |

वो अल सुबह

कुनबा परवरी करता है जो हँस हँस कर

वो चाय की टपरियों पर अक्सर छोटू कहाता है ||

वो अल सुबह

उसे डर है कि कोई पूछ न ले हाल - ए - मुफलिसी 

उससे

तब ही वो लाल पीले दांत बेवजह सबको दिखता है ||

वो अल सुबह ....

RAVINDRA KUMAR DHING
 Associate General Manager Logistics
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